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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TIJUAN 00428 290014Z 
ACTION SCS-06 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-14 ISO-OO OES-07 /028 W 

077242 292242Z/21 

R 271738Z JUN 78 
FM AMCONSUL TIJUANA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2545 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

UNCLAS TIJUANA 0428 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CASC, CDES (MARAVICH, PETE, DECEASED)(THOMAS JOSEPH B„ 

DECEASED) 

SUBJ: WAV - SINKING OF TUNA BOAT "LIBERTY BELL" JUNE 19 

1 . CONGEN FIRST LEARNED ABOUT SINKING OF TUNA BOAT "LIBERTY BELL" 

LATE IN AFTERNOON OF JUNE 19 WHEN INFORMED BY EMBASSY SCIENCE 
ATTACHED, MR. ROLF JUHL. ACCORDING TO MR. JUHL, SINKING OCCURRED 
BETWEEN 2:00 A.M. AND 3:00 A.M. JUNE 19. 

2. CONOFF IMMEDIATELY CONTACTED TUNA BOAT ASSOCIATION IN SAN 
DIEGO AND WAS INFORMED THAT SHIP OWNED BY PAN PACIFIC FISHERIES. 

SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA. OFFICIAL OF COMPANY, MR. TONY TRUTANICH, 

WAS THEN CALLED. HE TOLD CONOFF THAT HE HEARD TWO PEOPLE DIED 
AND NINE SURVIVED ACCIDENT. HE REQUESTED CONGEN'S ASSISTANCE IN 
OBTAINING OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION OF NAMES OF TWO VICTIMS. COMPANY 
PLANNED SEND CHARTER AIRCRAFT TO CIUDAD CONSTITUCION ON JUNE 20 
TO PICK UP SURVIVORS, AS WELL AS REMAINS OF TWO VICTIMS. 

3. ON JUNE 20 STATE DISTRICT ATTORNEY, CIUDAD CONSTITUCION 
INFORMED CONOFF THAT BODIES OF TWO VICTIMS BROUGHT TO CIUDAD 
CONSTITUCION AND THAT NINE SURVIVORS IN SAN CARLOS, SOME 30 
KILOMETERS AWAY. HE GAVE NAMES OF TWO VICTIMS AS PETE MARAVICH, 

MASTER OF THE SHIP, AND JOSEPH B. THOMAS, CHIEF ENGINEER, CONOFF 
RELAYED NAMES TO MR. TRUTANICH. 
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4. ON MORNING OF JUNE 20 AIRCRAFT CHARTERED BY PAN-PACIFIC 
FISHERIES FLEW TO CIUDAD CONSTITUCION ACCOMPANIED BY CONGEN 
EMPLOYEE. JOSE VAZQUEZ, TO PICK UP SURVIVORS AND BODIES. CAPTAIN 
OF PLANE INFORMED VAZQUEZ THAT FLIGHT HAD TO LEAVE CIUDAD CONS- 
TITUCION BY 3:30 P.M. AS PLANE DID NOT HAVE NIGHT FLYING INSTRU- 
MENTS. 
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5. IN CIUDAD CONSTITUCION VAZQUEZ LEARNED THAT BODIES OF TWO 
VICTIMS ALREADY TRANSPORTED TO MORTUARY IN LA PAZ AND PAPERWORK 
FOR NINE SURVIVORS HAD NOT YET BEEN COMPLETED. AS RESULT HIS 
INTERVENTION WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES, NINE WERE ABLE TO LEAVE AT 
3:30 P.M., ARRIVING IN TIJUANA AT APPROXIMATELY 7:00 P.M. VAZQUEZ 
ALSO ASSISTED CREW OF PLANE, AS WELL AS SURVIVORS, IN CLEARING 
MEXICAN IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS. PLANE THEN DEPARTED FOR SAN 
DIEGO, ARRIVING THERE AT APPROXIMATELY 9:00 P.M. 

5. OF NINE SURVIVORS, SEVEN WERE U.S. PERMANENT RESIDENT ALIENS 
AND TWO U.S. CITIZENS. CONOFF GAVE THEIR NAMES TO INS AFTERNOON 
JUNE 20 IN ORDER TO FACILITATE THEIR ENTRY INTO U.S. 

6. ACCORDING TO LA PAZ MORTUARY, IT UNABLE OBTAIN PERMISSION 
TRANSPORT REMAINS BY AIR. BODIES RETURNED TO U.S. BY LAND, 

ARRIVING IN SAN DIEGO JUNE 23. 

KENT 


UNCLASSIFIED 
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